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This is the translated transcript for this video: AITIA IIAPEMBAXHY ITOYTIN XTA EXQTEPIKA THX XQPAX !

Speaker 1

Hello, today we are joined by friends Antonios Poutourtzidis and Sergios Zachariadis. Good evening to both of you.

Speaker 2

Good evening, Marios. Good evening to all friends and our esteemed friend Antonios who is with us in our company.

Speaker 3

Good evening to everyone. Marios, I see you have chosen a background that is very symbolic of the times.

Speaker 1

Yes, it's relevant to the current times, and it won't only concern us now but also in the upcoming period. It will concern us for a
long time, which is why we are here to discuss what is going to happen. The issue isn’t just about one monastery; it’s about a series
of events and situations that will lead to very bad paths. Let me explain to those who don’t know exactly what is happening. They
intend to bring in police forces, even from a foreign country, as I have heard, because Greek police officers refused to commit this
crime, to put it bluntly. They are recruiting foreign police officers to break into Esphigmenou Monastery and evict the monks.
Let's start the program by saying that we are not here to defend the theological views of Esphigmenou Monastery because, firstly,
we do not agree with them, and secondly, it’s not relevant to the issue at hand. Therefore, we keep a distance from their
ideological, theological beliefs and focus only on today's issue, which is about this situation that has already begun. Strong police
forces are already in the area, many faithful are near the monastery protesting, saying they will resist what is about to happen. I’ll

now give the floor to Antonios to start speaking so I don’t monopolize the conversation.

Speaker 3

I’ll start by saying that the monasteries of Mount Athos have a rule that there should be 20 monasteries, no more, no less.
However, a 21st monastery was created at Esphigmenou about a decade ago, with 2-3 monks in Karyes. Since then, it has been
aiming to take over the property, little by little, and eventually to besiege the main monastery, which houses about 120 monks.
Now, a letter came into my hands today from some monks of Mount Athos, and I cannot mention names. I will read a small part
of it. It talks about the bloodshed at the genuine and holy Monastery of Esphigmenou. It’s a shame and only a shame if you
participate in this heinous crime against the Holy State, against humanity. I won't say much, but anyone who consents to this
crime should expect many troubles for their family, their home, their children, and everything they love and hold dear. The
Gospel says, “Those who live by the sword shall die by the sword,” and the foundations of your home will be shaken to the
ground. This is a rule without exception. Those who work on this atrocity, whether they wear mitres, cassocks, or are patriarchs,

or heads of security forces, are considered traitors to the country. Since I pay taxes for your salaries, I have the right to curse you
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when you stray from Christian morals. Note the emphasis on the word curse. When you violate Orthodox tradition, Greece, the
homeland, and the family, you are acting against God's will. If you carry out these devilish acts and destroy Mount Athos—this
letter speaks not just of Esphigmenou Monastery but all of Mount Athos—and flood it with blood, neither hell nor earth will be
able to contain you. You will be left unburied, a wretched sight, stirring wrath, anger, and fire. You will not be forgiven. Seven and
nine curses will fall upon you and your descendants. This is a very harsh letter circulating among the zealots of Mount Athos. The

words are harsh, but they are real.

Speaker 1
Here, let me add, my friend Antonis, that since you mentioned who wrote this letter of condemnation, let's make it clear that it
has no connection with the Esphigmenou Monastery. These are the views of a person who sees the matter neutrally. That’s why

he speaks about Mount Athos in general and not specifically about the Esphigmenou Monastery.

Speaker 3
Exactly, and he expresses a large percentage—I don’t want to mention numbers—but a significant percentage of the monks of

Mount Athos. Out of the 2,200 monks, he represents the majority.

Speaker 2

Marios, as you understand, and as we heard from our dear friend Antonis, who read that letter, we see an overflow of anger at
Mount Athos. And this anger, you might say, these things said are extreme. Yes, but it is the result of holy indignation. We are not
here to judge anyone’s positions. Our purpose is something else, very specific and much deeper. We want to touch on the overall
situation of Mount Athos, without singling out any particular monastery, on a social, political, and institutional level. This is
where we must focus. The theological issues concern them, not us. Now, trying to evict them from their home, because
Esphigmenou Monastery is their home, these people have lived there for many years. You understand, then, that it is their home;
they have learned to live and survive there. Apart from their religious duties, they are deeply connected to the place and have
defined their existence by the existence of the place. If you remove these people from their specific place, naturally, you will expect
a corresponding reaction. It's like us saying we do not negotiate our native lands. Similarly, they do not negotiate their monastery.
They will do anything they can, legal or illegal, to stay there. This indicates that chaos will follow. It’s like a bomb that, if not

defused, will cause multiple chain reactions.

Speaker 1
To add to what you just mentioned, there are rumors about blowing up the entire monastery with dynamite if police forces

attempt to invade.

Speaker 2
Indeed, you heard that right. And our friends should know that at the Esphigmenou Monastery, the monks and the abbot hold a

very firm stance regarding their monastery. They consider it their homeland. They will not abandon it. If they fall, the monastery
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will fall with them. This is not a prophetic saying; it’s a reality we have seen in the past. At the Esphigmenou Monastery, they do

not negotiate. There are different rules and laws there.

Speaker 1

I'd like to add, before giving the floor to Antonis, that these people do not feel they are defending mere stones and a piece of land.
They will defend and give their lives for their beliefs. Whether we like their beliefs or not, whether we agree with them or not, they
will give their lives for their beliefs. People should be certain of this. Also, be sure that many of their faithful followers will not
stand idly by. The trap set in the name of the Esphigmenou Monastery, Antonis, what is it? Tell us, because this is precisely why

we are doing this broadcast.

Speaker 3

Look, I want to approach it differently. There is a big bet here. Right now, the system is given a great opportunity to wage a major
war within Mount Athos, starting with the Esphigmenou Monastery and then moving towards the Serbian, Bulgarian, and
Russian Monasteries, which will face the same fate, turning into worldly-like Meteora and the other monasteries. This is a great
opportunity for reconciliation among the 20 monasteries, to sit at the same table and on the same side of spiritual and theological
history, resolving their differences with a single act of union. There are curses and excommunications, but there are also other
things that will unfold. The bloodshed, as many citizens who support the sanctity of Mount Athos have spoken of, will create a
diplomatic incident with the East. We know very well that many monasteries frequently receive visits from there. We know that
there is significant influence towards the monasteries and many monks, beyond the Russian Monastery. Therefore, the issue will
not remain limited to Bartholomew and the supervision of Mount Athos. It will have broader political and diplomatic

consequences.

Speaker 1

On an international level.

Speaker 3

Exactly. Therefore, there is a great potential for war, but there is an even greater potential for peace and unity.

Speaker 1
Let me add another dimension to what you mentioned about the spiritual war, which is now becoming tangible. The spiritual
war against Christianity is starting to take physical form. What does this mean? We start with Mount Athos and aim to abolish

the Avaton (the prohibition of women entering Mount Athos). With all the implications that come with that.

Speaker 2
Marios, at this moment, the Avaton of Mount Athos is something very special. Let me remind you of something briefly. During
World War II, neither the Axis forces nor the Soviet Union managed to invade Mount Athos. They respected it, one way or

another. Keep that in mind.
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Speaker 1

To put it simply, even the German occupiers respected it, and now we come to the present day where our own country, which is
supposedly free, is attempting to do what the occupiers didn’t dare. This makes the situation even worse because, as we said
earlier, they are not targeting just the monastery. Let me emphasize again that they are not going to just a piece of land with high
walls and stones. Inside there, we are talking about a holy place, their sacred place. So, they are going to break the sanctity of a

sacred place. Do you understand, Sergios and Antonis, what is about to happen?

Speaker 3
With military interventions from foreign troops, even if they are Greek, they are still foreign troops because Mount Athos is a

state within a state.

Speaker 1
Remind me, from what we know of history, what happened to those who tried to desecrate holy places and temples? What

happened after committing such blasphemy within our homeland?

Speaker 3

The condemnation I read earlier explains it all.

Speaker 1

It is nothing compared to what will happen.

Speaker 3
Right now, we are opening a huge front on the holy sites, specifically in Jerusalem at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and we are also
opening a much more sensitive issue concerning Mount Athos, which is known worldwide for its significance to Christianity. At

this moment, we are opening a significant chapter that could lead to the destruction of Mount Athos.

Speaker 1

We can safely say they are striking at the heart of Christianity.

Speaker 2

Not just safely, listen, Marios. Mount Athos is the heart of Orthodoxy, which is why it’s called the Garden of the Virgin Mary. It’s
such a sacred place, and that's why the Avaton exists. Over the centuries, Mount Athos has produced saints and heroes. Any
violation of these holy grounds by any suppression force, no matter where it comes from, will result in a series of unpredictable
reactions. And you know what? When a conflict takes place on the level of faith, it can surpass the limits of reason. Here we are

talking about the heart of Orthodoxy, Mount Athos.

Speaker 3

The involvement in breaking the Avaton seems to be on the part of the Patriarchate, the state, the military, the police, who are the
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suppression forces and the interveners. But what about the guilt of the abbots, the 19 other monasteries? What responsibility do

they bear with their apathy, inaction, and silence?

Speaker 2

I’ll tell you something, Antonis, with absolute honesty. First of all, it is no coincidence that this event is happening at this time.
Suddenly, out of nowhere, they decide to expel people who survive both spiritually and materially from a monastery, despite the
fact that they survive very harshly. This doesn't discourage us. That's another issue. There is a mechanism at play here, a systemic
mechanism. Within this systemic mechanism, there are certainly bishops involved. However, as I have pointed out in the past,
there are bishops who are nihilists and fully embrace the triptych: "we eat, drink, tomorrow we die." In short, they are careerists.
They don’t believe in Christ. Because if they truly believed in Christ, despite their theological differences, they would put above
all something very special: unity. With unity, you can build a constructive dialogue and resolve theological issues. The behaviors
we have seen in the past not only failed but also caused serious damage to the Greek Orthodox world. As you rightly mentioned
earlier, there are many people who share the ideological and theological background of the Esphigmenou Monastery and live in
the world, and they are not just one or two or a hundred; they are thousands. And along with these thousands of people, there are

thousands of families. So, targeting one monastery also affects the social fabric that supports these people.

Speaker 1

These are thousands, and people should note this, of spiritual soldiers who are waiting for orders.

Speaker 2

As I said before, creating a religious war with all these actions will ultimately lead to a civil war in our country. And it will be
much worse than the civil war that took place after World War II because religious and ideological beliefs are much stronger than
what existed back then. We need to understand this very well; they are playing with fire here, not just fire—they know exactly

what they are dealing with.

Speaker 1
We are literally and metaphorically playing with dynamite, and I want to ask Antonis a question. How Christian is it for the other

monasteries to leave these people alone, regardless of whether they agree or disagree?

Speaker 3

The injustice, which I write differently in my heart, with an "i," because injustice leads your soul to Hades, the injustice currently
experienced by the truly Orthodox Christians of our homeland, and specifically of Mount Athos, involves people who conduct
business there. There are monks who run businesses, a luxury hotel has been built in Karyes by a specific monastery I won’t
mention to avoid exacerbating the situation, with 40 rooms rented at a high price per night. Soon, apart from supermarkets and
telephone companies, many other businesses will open there. All this is part of the injustice, part of what is far from Christianity
and Orthodoxy. Therefore, at present, we are not just defending the Esphigmenou Monastery, but above all, we are defending our

faith, the Garden of the Virgin Mary, Mount Athos, and finally the Holy Monastery of Esphigmenou, as it is part of every
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monastery in Mount Athos. This is just the beginning of a domino effect of huge developments leading to chaos, deviation, and

instability in our homeland.

Speaker 2

Right now, in the rest of Europe and in our homeland, there are people engaging in fundamentalist activities in various places.

Speaker 1

To add to what you’re saying, this is the essence of the matter for people to understand what’s happening. As you said, even if
you’re not a Christian, you should care about this because it’s not just about separating Christianity from Greece and leaving
people to believe whatever they want. They are trying to remove Christianity to impose their own agenda. Don’t think that if
Christianity is removed, you will have individual religious freedoms. These fairy tales are for them to tell among themselves. They
know who they are, those who think they know the truth about ancient Greek culture and believe they can replace it with
something else. Whether they’ve swallowed the fairy tale or are paid to erase Christianity from our country, they should realize

that this will be too late soon.

Speaker 3

Exactly, and this is a message to the citizens and a message from me to the oversight of Mount Athos and generally to the abbots
who will consult to give the order. I want to tell them this: obeying Bartholomew but not the Avaton of the Virgin Mary is a huge
blasphemy, a hypocrisy. These scribes and Pharisees bypass the spiritual aspect of the Virgin Mary and Christ, which has been

there for so many years, and suddenly they show obedience to a worldly authority who requested a favor from the Prime Minister.

Speaker 2

Let's lay it out clearly. Who made these decisions, and who gave the order to expel these people from their monastery? Remember,
it’s not just about Esphigmenou Monastery; it’s about Mount Athos. Who can intervene in the internal affairs of Mount Athos?
The Ecumenical Patriarch. No, he shouldn't, because the Ecumenical Patriarch, yes, he is first among equals, but remember the
last part—first among equals. Speaking in theological terms, he is first among equals. Therefore, he does not have the exclusive
right to intervene; there should be a synodal decision. Is there such a synodal decision to expel these people? I don’t think so. It's

very doubtful, because they know very well that...

Speaker 3

For many years now, they have been tarnishing the reputation of Esphigmenou Monastery with the stigma of persecution, while
other monasteries have benefited from EU funds. We’re talking about 20 years of major corruption on Mount Athos, stemming
from the monasteries, not from spiritual quietness, prayer, and enlightenment. Currently, this tarnishing will either lead to
darkness with their decisions or the love, brotherhood, and favor of the Virgin Mary will shine through. And not the favor of
Salome. It would be good for them to take a spiritual stance, reconsider the issue, and soon gather around one table for
Orthodoxy to shine. If the light of Mount Athos goes out, we are finished. I plea for peace and hope to hear a resounding no from

all the monasteries soon.
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Marios, I agree with Antonis’ position. All the abbots of the monasteries of Mount Athos must take a stand and say a big no, to

Speaker 2

leave Mount Athos in peace and tranquility. Right now, you understand what’s happening. Our friends understand that they are
trying to start a religious war in the heart of Orthodoxy. It may not seem like it at first, but it will happen, and Ill tell you why.
When the police forces reach the Esphigmenou Monastery and attack the monks to forcefully evict them, you will see a real
battleground form. This should never happen on Mount Athos. Those attempting to carry out this act, which we oppose on

humanitarian grounds, might want Mount Athos bathed in blood. Keep that in mind.

Speaker 1
The "might” will be answered by the public in the comments, and I'll conclude by saying that Mount Athos is, and will remain,
the core of resistance against all the plans of globalists who want to impose on our homeland. If this stronghold of resistance is

removed, everything will be much easier for them.

Speaker 2
This is crucial. Our friends need to understand that the problem is not just the Holy Monastery of Esphigmenou. It could have

been any monastery. It could have been Simonopetra, it could have been Iviron for another issue.

Speaker 3
Exactly.

Speaker 2
It could have been any monastery. This is what we need to understand. We are not here to address the theological issue, but within
the framework of unity and love for our homeland and fellow Greeks. Today it is the Esphigmenou Monastery. Who guarantees,

Marios, that tomorrow it won’t be the Russian Monastery because of some sanctions against Russia?

Speaker 1

Putin won’t let it happen, don’t worry.

Speaker 3
Exactly.

Speaker 2
But if it happens, the problem will be much bigger. What I see is that the real target is not the Esphigmenou Monastery. The goal

is to reach Russia, the Russian Monastery. That’s the target. They are just starting on the surface now.

Speaker 3

They will set a precedent, increasing military and police forces for security there, which will slowly intervene whenever necessary.
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The issue is that this doesn’t just concern Esphigmenou and Mount Athos. It could affect any monastery, Marios. You know very

Speaker 2

well that tomorrow it could be another monastery.

Speaker 1
What will the faithful say then? They will say, "You ignored us before, now you need our help, what will happen?”

Speaker 2
Yes, and you know what... We must back each other up. Because we will say that certain monasteries have specific issues.

Therefore, remove them. This has happened before.

Speaker 1

I think we’ve provided a complete perspective on the matter, the real one, because once again, various media will accuse on a
spiritual and theological level to justify the warlike action they want to undertake in the coming days. It’s good for people to share
this video so that the real reason for all this is heard. Prevent the evil, because it will strike not only the monasteries of Mount
Athos. If they can desecrate the sacred inside Mount Athos, be sure they will knock on the door of every holy church in every

neighborhood across the country. So, that’s all for today. Sergios and Antonis, thank you very much. Thank you.

Speaker 2

And it was my pleasure today to have a conversation with our dear Antonis, an especially noteworthy and esteemed friend.

Speaker 3
Yeah, definitely.

Speaker 2
I see you often enough daily, so there’s no need to say more about you. Our friends know us well. Stay strong, everyone. May the

Virgin Mary protect Mount Athos and the rest of Greece.

Speaker 3

I truly enjoyed today’s broadcast about this important issue, and I'm glad we tackled it together, giving it the attention it deserves.

Speaker 2
Absolutely.
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