
Met. Neophytos Interview 20240808
The interview of His Grace, Metropolitan Neophytos of Morphou, with Fr. Kyprianos Mega from Romania took place 
on August 8, 2024, at the temporary seat of the Metropolis of Morphou in Evrychou. YouTube Link

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"Welcome!"

Met. Neophytos
"Glory to God that we have hearts ready to open; I pray they will be filled with Christ."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"I dared to call Cyprus 'ours,' Your Eminence, even though I once came to this country as a foreigner and served here eight years 
ago. That period marked both my pastoral calling and my youth. However, upon returning permanently to Romania, I was left 
with this yearning in my heart. If someone were to ask me to describe Cyprus in three elements, I would say: rosewater, the 
portrait of Makarios, and the martyred voice of Metropolitan Morphou.

Sometimes you told us how, in your childhood, you faced death three times. I would humbly ask you to turn back time and share 
how those years seemed to you as a child and how you perceived Makarios through the eyes of a refugee child from Upper Zodia."

Met. Neophytos
"As I have mentioned before, I spent my first 12 years in the paradise of my village, and I felt it was my paradise, centered around 
the Church of Archangel Michael. By divine providence, our house, the one where I was born, which is now occupied by 
strangers, was next to the church. Another great blessing for my family was my father, my blessed mother, and my grandmother, 
the myrrh-bearer. They were people of great ecclesiastical faith, patience, and piety, and they passed these on to us, their children.

Another blessing I had was being the youngest of six siblings. This allowed me to draw from their experiences, their love, and their 
support. Although my childhood was deeply wounded at the age of eight by the sudden death of my father, Nikolaos, the paradise 
of my village continued to inspire, renew, and console me. I remember even after my father’s death, I still felt joy. I cannot explain 
where this joy came from, but it was a joyful vision of the world. I saw the world as beautiful.

I think this joy was connected to the divine liturgies I attended and the pure lifestyle of those days. Back then, we lived a natural 
life—something today’s children lack. We didn’t have large estates or orange groves; we had chickens, melons, and watermelons. 
During the summers, my older siblings would build large huts far from home and live there for two months to tend the crops. My 
mother and I would visit them to bring food, and I stayed with them for a few days.
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This life was similar to that of monks living in sketes, leaving the monastery to live simply and close to nature, without strict 
schedules. That was my life until the age of twelve.

The two other deep wounds came when we became refugees. That was when I felt we lost the paradise of our village. For me, the 
entire island of Cyprus was my village, and the Cypriots were all like family. Back then, Cypriots didn’t own many cars to travel 
across the island or airplanes to go abroad. They were hardworking people who loved the land.

The sea was ten kilometers away, and only one of my brothers went swimming there. The rest of us lived far from the coast, so the 
sea was something unique. People were deeply connected to the land.

When the Turks took that land suddenly, in one day, during very difficult times, my brother Petros was killed in the war. Then, 
like I often say, I felt deeply wounded. My childhood innocence was lost because paradise was lost. As a child, I experienced what 
Adam felt when he was cast out of Paradise because he failed to live there according to God’s will. Something similar happened to 
us Cypriots back then.

From then on, I grew into my adolescence carrying those wounds, searching for a father figure. While in the village, I didn’t feel 
the lack of a father so acutely, but when I left, I lost the inspiration and joy of village life—the liturgies, the communal and 
ecclesiastical life. Then, those three wounds loomed large, like three volcanoes.

I searched for a father figure to fill my psychological gaps, and I found him in St. Iakovos of Evia. I also found a parish in Athens, 
St. Gerasimos in Ilisia, where the priests loved the liturgies."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"Daily life."

Met. Neophytos
"Daily, from a young age, I developed a deep attachment to vigils. Honestly, I became somewhat of a fanatic about attending 
them. Reflecting on it, I realized this passion stemmed from the search for a lost childhood paradise.

That paradise took on a different flavor, a more spiritual one, through the Divine Liturgy, the services, and the vigils. As I grew 
older—this is after the age of 18—there was a period, from 12 to 18, when I explored leftist ideology. But I eventually realized that 
within such ideologies, you can only form friendships based on shared ideas, not on the life of Christ. I understood that living by 
ideas alone isn’t sustainable. Ideas are something abstract, whereas Christ is very real. As Saint Porphyrios said, the grace and 
energy of Christ are tangible; you can feel them.
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I experienced this energy when I became part of the parish community at Saint Gerasimos and when I visited the Monastery of 
Saint David, Mount Athos, Saint Porphyrios, and Saint Paisios. Being around such simple, holy people helped me recognize the 
sanctity of my own family—my mother, my grandmother—and appreciate the truth and authenticity of our family, which was 
free of hypocrisy.

We had a straightforward, honest way of living, and as I matured, I began to value things I had overlooked during my adolescence. 
Glory to God, if you ask me now at 62, I can say those old wounds—the death of my father and brother, the two major 
traumas—have been completely healed. I now know they rejoice in the eternal life of Christ. They live. So, what I once thought 
was death was actually a misunderstanding."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"And your village?"

Met. Neophytos
"But I miss my village. Yesterday, during the Transfiguration of the Savior Liturgy in occupied Morphou, I felt the loss of that 
paradise. I don’t know how those living in modern cities manage. I still consider myself a villager; I admit it openly.

An elder from Crete once told me, 'Morphou is an educated villager.' That’s true. When you are a villager, you long for your 
village."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"Archbishop Makarios remains, without a doubt, the central political figure of this country. As both President of Cyprus and 
President of the Holy Synod, there were hierarchs who criticized him, claiming his pastoral calling conflicted with his political 
career.

You, Your Eminence, are well-versed in canon law, as well as civil law, but above all, you belong to the spiritual family of many holy 
elders. From your reading of the canons and the spiritual light of the Church and its divine mission in the world, did Makarios 
violate the canons when he became President of Cyprus?"

Met. Neophytos
"At first glance, it seems there was a violation of the canons of the Ecumenical Councils, which forbid a clergyman from assuming 
worldly office. However, Makarios III was neither the first nor the last hierarch to violate a canon. Once he became President of 
Cyprus, congratulations poured in from the Church—Patriarchates, Churches, and hierarchs—who celebrated the fact. They 
co-celebrated liturgies with him, including the Patriarchs of Romania, Athens, Serbia, and Russia. Even the three Cypriot 
metropolitans who later envied and opposed him had served liturgies alongside him.
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Co-celebration of the Divine Liturgy is a healing mechanism. As a saintly man once told me, the Orthodox Church has ways to 
address irregularities. Just as hospitals exist to heal the body, the Church heals the soul through the liturgy. It is within the Divine 
Liturgy that truth is revealed—who is canonical and who is not.

Makarios was remembered in the commemorations during the liturgy. This illustrates that his irregularity, though real at the start, 
was ultimately addressed within the Church's mechanisms of grace.

Now, regarding Makarios in the broader context of sainthood: It’s remarkable that many contemporary saints, particularly the 
greatest among Greek saints, held Makarios in high regard. They saw him as the canonical Archbishop of Cyprus. Saint Iakovos 
of Evia saw Makarios in a vision after his death, radiant in light, dressed in full hierarchical vestments, receiving the Eucharist from 
Saint Iakovos himself.

When I asked Saint Iakovos if Makarios had been saved, he answered, 'Of course! He forgave easily and bore no grudges.' He also 
emphasized Makarios' significant contributions to the Church in Africa, baptizing thousands and laying the foundation for 
Orthodoxy’s future there. The Orthodox Church, particularly in Africa, owes much to him, including theological schools and the 
rise of African clergy.

Saint Porphyrios revealed that Makarios had been his spiritual child when Makarios was a deacon in Athens. Saint Porphyrios 
even said Makarios was prepared to suffer martyrdom for Cyprus. However, Saint Paisios was more critical, pointing out that 
some of the calamities Cyprus endured—such as the coup and the subsequent Turkish invasion—could be traced to mistakes 
made by Makarios and other Church leaders.

Even one of the metropolitans who had opposed Makarios later expressed regret. Before his passing, he advised me to avoid the 
stubbornness and inflexibility they had shown. This humility highlights the need to forgive and understand individuals within 
their historical context.

As for Makarios, he embodied Cyprus itself, and understanding him is essential for grasping the soul of this nation. It’s vital to set 
aside rigid ideas, embrace individuals, and strive to comprehend their struggles and actions."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"This summer marks 50 years since the occupation of Northern Cyprus. Looking back at the Cypriot tragedy of 1974, what 
should modern Europe learn, Your Eminence?"

Met. Neophytos
"Away with ideologies, whether right-wing nationalism or left-wing Marxism. Europe now reaps—and will continue to reap—the 
wages of its sin, which began a thousand years ago when it rejected Christ. It essentially told Him, 'We don’t need You; leave.' 
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Dostoevsky captures this rejection vividly in 'The Grand Inquisitor' from The Brothers Karamazov. Europe said to Christ, 'We 
have no need for You; we have the Pope as Your representative. You haven’t done a good job as God; we’ll take it from here with 
our institutions, universities, and hospitals. We’ll solve human suffering without You. Leave.'

From there came scholastic philosophies, feudalism, the Middle Ages, and eventually the rejection of Christ entirely. Nature 
abhors a vacuum, as even quantum physics acknowledges, and Europe’s Christ-shaped void was filled first by Freemasonry, 
particularly in France and England, and later by atheism and materialism. In Eastern Europe, they experimented with leftist 
ideologies, but it was the same atheism in disguise.

Now, people try to fill the void left by atheism with the European Union. They aim to globalize what they tested in European 
nations, creating a new world order. But Europe, influenced by its godless ideologies, stopped having children. So, they brought 
laborers from their former colonies—Africa, Asia, Latin America. These people came not only with their labor but with their 
religions, magic, and idols.

Now we witness the rebellion of the colonies against their mother, Europe, from within. Chaos is increasing, and the new world 
order encourages it. The recent vaccine was one such experiment, a major failure for them. But God also has His plans, which are 
now beginning to unfold. The world is realizing that Europe is collapsing, and I urge our Romanian brothers not to invest too 
much hope in Europe or the Western world.

The West has shown its allegiance to Lucifer and Satanism. The ease with which people accepted an untested vaccine, now 
causing widespread illnesses and sudden deaths, proves this. Yet, God’s providence gives us opportunities to recognize the truth. 
Look at how the Eurovision contest revealed Satanic worship, or how the Olympics in Paris mocked the Divine Liturgy. Someone 
knowledgeable in theology orchestrated that mockery intentionally.

We are now waiting for the great war. It won’t begin in Ukraine but in the Middle East. This is part of God’s plan because 
humanity failed to know Him through peace. Now, through chaos, the truth of the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—will be revealed. Paradise, which humanity tried to create on its own terms, will become hell. The great war is coming, and 
those of us who survive must pause and reflect."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"Today, Elder, society faces an attack from ideologies that undermine its moral foundation. Should the Orthodox Church 
respond through political discourse, advocating for normalcy?"
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Met. Neophytos
"First of all, Father, let’s clarify: we do not support politicizing the Church, as was done with Makarios. The Church already has a 
voice in society. It is a mistake to think that someone from the Church must become a politician to implement the Gospel. That is 
a delusion. Makarios did not become a politician to implement the Gospel or to save Cyprus.

What matters now is that Makarios became a man of God in heaven, living among the saved, in the light of the Holy Trinity. As I 
said earlier, he learned to forgive, loved his people like a new Moses for the Cypriots, and carried that love to Africa.

Church leaders—our bishops—should use whatever authority, power, or influence they have to proclaim the truth of Christ, 
especially by using modern technology to reach as many people as possible. The Church does not provide worldly solutions; we 
offer the Divine Liturgy. Let whoever wants to participate come to it. This is not a time for grand interventions or proposals, 
whether social, sociological, or even spiritual.

Now is the time for what the Bible says: 'Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide 
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast' (Isaiah 26:20). Find refuge in prayer, the Divine Liturgy, 
and a small circle of people who support you in these. This is the hour of God’s wrath.

Anyone seeking to resolve issues—be they social, political, or even ecclesiastical—without recognizing this reality is deeply 
misguided and still entangled in ideologies. Do not look for solutions to problems now. Fire is coming. Gather in your parishes, 
monasteries, or homes. Makarios was a man of his time, specifically for Cyprus. He was the last Byzantine emperor—not 
Constantine Palaiologos, but Makarios for Cyprus.

The European Union, Russia, or any other worldly powers will not solve these crises. The solution is not political, nor will it 
come from statements. The resolution will come through war—tragic solutions that will leave survivors wondering why they were 
ever occupied with trivialities. Europe has already shown where it stands, declaring through events like the Olympics and 
Eurovision that 'our god is Lucifer.'

We are witnessing the collapse of a dream—the dream of becoming Europeans, which Cypriots, Greeks, and Romanians pursued. 
But this was no dream; it was a nightmare. Our entry into Europe was a mistake. The European ideals we invested in have turned 
out to be illusions.

As for Moscow, our Romanian brothers must understand that today’s Russia is not Soviet. The problem is not geopolitical 
orientation but spiritual orientation—toward the East. What unites us Orthodox people—Greeks, Romanians, Serbs, Bulgarians, 
and all—is not Putin, Patriarch Kirill, or Bartholomew. It is the Orthodox Divine Liturgy and the unity of faith.
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We cannot partake of the Eucharist without unity of faith. This is why we cannot commune with a vicar of the Pope or anyone 
outside the faith. What unites us is Orthodoxy and the unity of belief.

Our bishops must teach the faith that has sustained the Romanians, even through Turkish rule, foreign occupations, Soviet 
oppression, and Ceausescu. Likewise, the Cypriots survived despite being enslaved for 750 years under Latin, Venetian, Ottoman, 
and British rule, and now 50 years of Turkish occupation. From 1960 to 1974, Cyprus only knew 14 years of freedom."

Fr. Kyprianos Mega
"God."

Met. Neophytos
“There wasn’t just one Makarios; there were many Makarioses. Makarios was the result of many other "Makarioses." He didn’t 
emerge in isolation. Does Romania not have people of God? Just recently, Romania canonized Father Dumitru… Father Dumitru 
Stăniloae, yes—a great theologian.

I am eagerly waiting for one of you, a Hellenist Romanian brother, to translate Saint Dumitru’s Dogmatics. I saw him once in 
Athens when I visited. These are the kinds of works that will nourish souls—not just Orthodox souls.

Take note of our responsibility: we, the Orthodox, must first be nourished ourselves in Orthodoxy. Only then will the Chinese, 
Indians, Africans, and Americans—many of them, not all—seek us out. Among them, the Germans will be the first. This is a 
prophecy. The Germans will ask for the Orthodox faith, which will unite them with the Church, the one true Church, which is 
the Orthodox Church.

But to become a teacher, you must first become a student. This is our task now: to become good students of the Orthodox 
saints.”
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